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TT Here are IS in which it Ws 
Sl T [vl toe ns of God's Church, to 
bY ©) | aloud, and not to ſpare, 
— 4 life t up their voice 3 
and to ſhew his ple their tranſgreſ- 
on, and the houſe o 5 55 their fin. T ake- 
ng this to be one of 26 Seaſons, I preach d 
[his Sermon, firſt at the Church of St. Mary 
e Bow; 2 ſame day again at Alhallows 
- readfireet ; and the Nuno followin at St. 
Peter's in Weſtminſter ; 3 4 is, to the ſeve- 
al Congregations to STS I ſtand related. And 
rom the Tan con aderation, at the importunate 
0% of, diverſe of the Auditors, I do now 
publiſh it. F any of thoſe thoſe who * it, 
pho ſhall nom af it, ſhall ſlight the 4 
ons therein given, all that I can farther do is 
to pity and to pray for them, putting them in 
ind of the Words of f Gon D to the Prophet 
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whether they will forbear, (for be are 
rebellious houſe) yet ſhall khow, thatth 
has been among them, One, who with 
nem Spirit 75 Probe, bath warn 4 We 
their ſin and of their da Tg. 1 


That almighty God, who alot can | 
the hearts of men, 22 by his. a" 
| this plain Diſeourſ e uſe 2 to them wi 

read it, is the prayer him, who 7 
bis Countrey and wiſhes it's "0 ond "4 
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„ murmur ye, as ſome of 1b 
 alfomurmured, and were 1 
3 e ak Vo 


| ting of this Chapt 
che hy A eden hs . 

Wil ftians at Corinch to reflect up 
[| Mart | = with his an l 


"KP Wo | the ews, in firſt beſtowin 
2 el privileges upon them, 1. 
abr wa Santifh b5 og mal their ingratitude ang 
undutifulnels towa & 4 that cheſs 
things were their dobro nid to repre- 
ſent the greater privileges — Jod had now 
ome n Chriſtians, and the danger to which 
5 9 who ſhould no 

— ea a right improvement of them. Hereupon he 
proceeds to warn them of ſeveral. evil practice 
IF with which the — _ reproached in che books 
of Moſes, ſuch as laſfing after e, idolatry, fore 
ration, rempting 15 55 and at laſt in the words 
of my Text — mentioning at the fame 
time the ſeveral Judgments which beſell them for 
each of theſe Sins, and concluding again, according 
co what he had fi before, Now a heſe things 155 
bened unto them for Enſamples, types or wh ov wr. 
word im ; and they are written for our amn 
tion, * the end of the wortd"are tome, char 5 | 
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6 The Sin and the Danger | 
for the admonition of us who live. under the ch 
ſtian diſpenſation, which, according to the Jewiſh 
reckoning concerning the times of the Meſish, was 
accounted the laſt great period of times. $ 
M y Text contains theſe two Particulars ; the 
Sin, and the Puniſhment of the Iſraelites. Their Sin 
| was murmuring, even murmuring againſt almighty 
God, and the Inſtruments which he made un of 
for their good. Their Puniſhment was, that thy 
were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer, that is, as appears by 
the hiſtory in the book of Nambers, ſome of them, 
particularly thoſe who were primarily. guilty, and 
the occaſion of others falling into the ſame Sin with 
them, were ſuddenly cut off by 4 deſtroying - Angel, 
commiſſion'd by God to inflict 4 peſtilence u 
them; and the reſt, ſome taken off by diveries 
ther inflitions, probably from the ſame Meſſenger 
| death, and the remainder by degrees waſted away 
in the Wilderneſs. | | £5. 
| Bur for our more perfe& underſtanding, the 
| caſe, it will be neceſſary to have recourſe to the hb 
| ſtory here referr'd to, which we find recorded i 
| the book of Numbers. There are indeed diverſe in 
# ſtances of this Sin of murmuring in that perverſe Pet 
ple, mentioned in the books of Moſes : but moi 
| interpreters judge that mentioned in the 13th and 
ſ 14th chapters of Numbers, to have been eſpecially 
in the Apoſtle's thoughts in this Text, which there 
fore it will be proper for us more particularly. to 
8 conſider at this time. And the account of it is to 
| the following purpoſe. * 
Arx God had by a miraculous Power deliver 
the J/raelites from Egyptian bondage, under the 45 
1 | _ : U 
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ple before Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up at once 


| ple wept that night. And all the children of If- XIV. 1 
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duct of Moſes, ſhewing them many apparent ſigns 
of his preſence with them, and when they were ar- 
rived at the very borders of the Land of 1 
Canaan, Moſes by God's eſpecial command if. 14. 
ſent twelve Men, out of each tribe one, to 
ſpy out the land, and to bring back an account o 
it into the camp. They went, and after forty days 
ſearch they returned ; when no leſs than ten 
of the twelve brought 7 an evil report of the 33. 
land which they had ſearched, and diſcouraged | 
the people from attempting to enter into it. Joſhus 
and Caleb only, two of the number, Men who had an- 
other ſpirit, very different from that of the other ten, 
did what in them lay to encourage the people, by 
obviating the ſlander of theſe evil men. The words 
of Caleb are remarkable; Caleb ftilPd the peo- | 
Fir. 30 
and poſſeſs it; for we are well able to overcome it; whil 
the others talked of nothing but huge Giants, anc 
other inſuperable difficulties in their way, Upor 
this report the Text tells us, All the congrega- 
tion lifted up their voice, and cried ; and the peo- Numb. 


2, 3, 4+ 


rael murmured againſt Moſes, and againſt Aa- 
ron : and the whole congregation ſaid unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of Egypt, or would 
God we had died in this wilderneſs, And wherefore hat 
the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the ſword 
that our wives and our children ſhould be a prey? were i 
not better for us to return into Egypt ? and they ſaid one 
to another, Let us make à captain, and let us return in 
to Egypt. And to that degree did their diſcontent 
proceed, that they were uncapable of hearing an 
Rees, Wo reaſon 
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reaſon, or of being moved by any a 1 ent W — 
ſoever. Moſes and Aaron. fell on their N 


. before all the aſſembly, probably to intergy 
with God on their behalf! and to 45 of bin! 
bring them to a better temper. Aud 

3 8 and Caleb rent their cloaths, and ſpake tot 

in very moving terms, ſaying, The land mii 
we paſſed through to ſearch it, is an exceeding guod land 
File Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into thi 
land, and give it us; a land which floweth with mill 
and hony. Only rebel not ye againſt the Lord, neither fea 
Lye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: they 
| defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with as; 
fear them not. Nothing could have been ſaid many 
juſt, nothing more moving and encouraging, than 
what theſe two excellent Men ſpake. But ſuch was 
the rage of the people, that inſtead of liſtning @ 
1 them, they, even all the congregation bade ſtat 
Fer. 10 them with ſtones. Behold the effect of pops 
lar diſcontent. and fury, ftirr*d up in an ignorant 
and ungovern'd multitude, by the lying reports 

ill-deſigning Men! This was their Sin. 2 
Tukix Puniſhment follows. The Glory of the Lai 
appear d in the tabernacle of the congregation, before 
the children of Iſrael. And the Lord ſaid wt 
n. Moſe?, How long will this people provoke me? 
and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all tht 
ſigns which I have ſhewed among them ? I wil 
Le ge ſite them with the peſtilence, and diſinherit them 
e. Upon this Moſes earneſtly interceded | for 
them, and God was ſo merciful to them, as not to 
| deſtroy them all at once: bat yet he paſs'd this 
juſt ſentence upon them; Ag truly as T live, all the 


earth 
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hall be filled with the glory of the Lord. Be- Per. 21, 
A thoſe men which have ſeen my glory, and * 
iracles which I did in Egypt and in the wilderneſs, and 
tempted me now theſe ten times, and have not hear- 
d to my voice ; ſurely they ſhall not ſee the land which 
are unto their fathers, neither ſhall any of them that 
oled me, ſee it. And accordingly he goes on to 
re them, that they ſhould wander in the wilder- 
forty years, after the number of the days in which they 
ſearched the land, and ſhould bear their Iniquity; 
that «ll of them that had been number d, from twen- 
ears old and upward that had murmared againſt him, 
uld have their carcaſſes fall in the wilderneſs ; but 
bus and Caleb, and they only, ſhould ſurvive. 
er which Moſes gives an account of the execu- 
n of part of this ſentence, viz. that the 
which Moſes ſent to ſearch the land, who 
urned, and made all the congregation to mur- 
r againſt him, by bringing up a ſlander upon the land; 
n thoſe men that did bring up the evil report upon the 
d, died by the plague before the Lord. And thus 
re they deſtroyed by ihe deftroyer. 
Tris is the hiſtory to which my Text referrs, 
hich IJ have gone through ſo rticolarly, becauſe 
exhibits to us a conſpicuous inſtance both of 
Sin and the Puniſhment of murmuring, in very 
legant and pathetical Expreſſions, and ſuch as 
uy be very expedient for us of this Kindom ſeri- 
ully to reflect upon at this ſeaſon. 1 
'Tis true, this admonition of the Apoſtle may 
e fitly applied by us, in the ſame manner in which 
e deſigned that the Corinthians ſhould apply it; 
2. by conſidering the admirable diſpenſation of 
be Goſpel, whereby almighty God hath n, 
„ 0 
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ed his infinite power, and wiſdom, and g 
to Chriſtians, much beyond what he did 
Jews in delivering them from Fats and cond 
them to the land of Canaan ; which ſhould 
us who profeſs the chriſtian religion to a che 44 
and thankful entertainment of it, and ſhouli 
fectually preſerve us from all murmuring andy 
plaining upon occaſion of any of the diffi” 
which may attend our profeſſion. This ſeems 
been the direct meaning of the Apoſtle in"”!” 
words, as if he had ſaid to the Corinthians; I 
back I pray you upon the ſtate of the Jem N 
the diſpenſation of Moſes. Almighty God had 
ſen them for his peculiar people, and had 
great things for them: but they demean'd tl 
ſelves ungratefully and undutifully to him ; ant 
dealt with them accordingly, ſeverely puniſi * 
their diſcontent and rebellion. God hath in 
manner done great things for you, even 19 
greater than for them ; he hath made known 
you the Goſpel of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, God min 
in the fleſh, whom he ſent into the world to! 
our nature upon him, to live and to die for 
fake, in whoſe Name we his Apoſtles are ſent 
call upon you to comply with the gracious term 
Salvation offered by him. Beware therefore 1 
by your deſpiſing this grace of God, and rejeal 
the means of your own Salvation, you prove . 
God to deal with you, as he did with that his . 
cient people, cutting you ſhort of your hope ; lM; 
denying you that everlaſting reſt and happig 
which he hath ſo graciouſly offer'd to you. "A 
thus ir becomes every one of us to apply this u 
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> to our ſelves; Fearing, as the Writer 
the Hebrews expreſſeth it, leſt 4 promiſe ** * 
left us of entring into his reſt, any of us 
ld ſtem to come rd of it ; remembring that 0- 
admonition of the ſame inſpired Writer, to 
ſame purpoſe with that in my Text; . 
word ſpoken by 8. was ſteadfaſt, and eve- — yy 
ranſoreſſion and diſobedience received a juſt 
pence of reward; how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect 
eat Salvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken 
he Lord, and was conſirm'd unto us by them that 
d him; God alſo bearing them witneſs both with ſjgns 
wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the 
Ghoſt, according to his will, Let none of us mur- 
rat any of the labours and difficulties. which 
y attend us in our compliance with the terms 
he Gofpel, in attaining to a chriſtian temper, or 
ding a chriſtian life, as if eternal happineſs were 
worth all theſe pains ; even as the Hraelites de- 
ed the promiſed land, being diſcouraged and 
ned aſide by the ſeeming difficulties that attend- 
them in the way to it; leſt, as they were de- 
ed by the deſtroyer, and never enter'd into. the 
d, ſo we alfo by the righteous judgment of God, 
withſtanding all the privileges which we at pre- 
t enjoy, ſhould be finally excluded out of the 
venly Canaan, and fall under the power of that 
at enemy and deſtroyer of mankind, the De- 


Bur I wave this, as thinking it my duty to 
ke a ſpecial application of theſe words, with a a 
w to the preſent ſtate of the publick affairs of 
s kingdom; and accordingly in the remaining 
B 2 part 


F and ingratitude, two very evil diſpoſitions of mill 
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part of this diſcourſe, my delign is to refleQ 
ſome remarkable particulars in the hiſtory 
been relating, and as I go along to compare'y 
briefly with our preſent condition. And the 
theſe five particulars obſervable in this accout 
ven by Moſes, and reſerr'd to by St. Paal. 
1. Tx evil root of this Sin of murmaringh 
Iſraelites. It proceeded from their infidelity; 
their ingratitude. MR. 


"2 "SY * 
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4 
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2. THE means whereby it was promoted, 
a falſe and ſlanderous report. — 9 


3. Tr univerſality of the Sin. It was fh 
throughout the whole body of the people. "8 


4. Taz incorrigible obſtinacy wherewithi 
attended, which render'd them uncapable, not 
of being govern'd by reaſon, but of ſo much as 
ing it; and which excited in them a fierce anth 
barous rage againſt thoſe who would have adi 
them for their good. n 


5. Tux diſmal, moe ju conſequence of this 
Sin. They were deſtroye of the deſtroyer. N bs 
5 ; 455 | wee 
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89 
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1. Tux evil root of this Sin of murmuritg W 
Iſraelites, It evidently ſprang from their nfl 


a md O60: a40 os ime. moo. 


.  THeIR #fidelity appear'd in their not heartily 
lieving that it was by the power of God that ll 
were deliver'd and conducted, and conſeqiis 


. —— a 
confiding in God for the future, although they had 


ſeen ſo many and ſuch plain marks of an almighr) 
power, in the wonderful works which he hat 
wrought for them. And their ingratitzde appear'd 

in their not being at all ſenſible of the ſpecial favor 
of God, in vouchſafing to chooſe them for his pecu 
liar people, in delivering them out of their enemies 
hands, and conducting them towards that good land 
which he had promis d to their fathers. Thus the 
 Pſalmiſt accuſeth them, in that elegant recapitul 
tion of God's dealing with them, and the diſingenu 
ous returns which they made to him, Our 3 

fathers underſtood not thy wonders in Egypt, they * Jovi, 
remember d not the multitude of thy mercies ; but provo 
ed him at the ſea, even at the redſea; that is, as ſoo 
as ever they were deliver'd out of their enemi 
hands in a miraculous manner, by the waters di 
viding in their favour, and immediately 
overflowing and drowmng the Fgyprians. 
And again, They forgat God their Savioar which had dun 
eat things in Egypt, wonderful works in the 
Land of Ham, and terrible things by ren 0 
And again, referring, as it ſeems, to the hiſtory 
have been mentioning, Tea, they deſpiſed be 
pleaſant land, they believed not his word : but © *w 
murmured in their tents, and hearkened' not un 
voice of the Lord. In the preceding P/alm there i 
particular regiſter of thoſe mighty works of Got 
wrought in their favour, upon which the Pam 

degree of unbelief and'ingratirude. © © 
And here let us make a Pauſe, and'refle& a lit 
tle upon our own condition. We have not 2 
| 9 
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ſeen thoſe kinds of miracles wrought which the 
raelites did: but there is a Way wherein God;mak- 
Neth himſelf known to thoſe who exerciſe their 
Won impartially, as evidently as by miracles them: 
W ſelves, namely, by the wonderful and remarkahle 
methods of his providence, for the benefit of the 
children of men, and eſpecially of the profeſſors gf 
his true Religion: And it is as much fidelity and 
W2-gratitade in a chriſtian people not to take notige 
"i f thoſe methods, as it was in the Hraelites to ovets 
look and {light the miracles which they beheld. N 
Bu the ſpecial favour of God to this Kingdom we 
have all along been bleſſed with 4 legal i... 

han mo 
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Wiiving under a more happy conſtitution t 

Nef the Nations upon earth: And as by his peculiar 
vour the chriſtian Religion was early publiſhed ang 
received in this Iſland ; ſo when there began to be 
Wa Reformation in this weſtern part of Chriſtendom, 
From the groſs corruptions of the Church of Rom, 
| e were ſoon made partakers of that ineſtimable 
Ppleſſing. This form of civil government, togethet 
Vith he reformed Religion, have been wonderiully 
Preſerved and continued to us from one age to ang. 
6 her, notwithſtanding the innumerable attempts d 
Pur reſtleſs adverſaries to deprive us of them. Even 
Wa our times a great part of us cannot forget how 
i} wbitrary power and popery were breaking in upon us 
Wike a flood, how the whole body of the Nation 
| ere apprehenſive of it, and trembled at the appre- 
Wenſion, when we had a Prince of the Romiſh Relis 
j ion upon the throne, zealous for propagating his 
Dwn Superſtition ; how we cried unto God for de- 
piverance; and how Godin great compaſſion * us 
| by» > 1 ent 
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ſent us a Deliverer, who was the glorious inf 
ment in his hand for the reſcuing us from our dan 
gers and fears, and for the re-eſtabliſhin ing our lam and 
our Religion. Such was the happy temper of the 
Nation at that time, that we readily embraced the 
favour, and ſeem'd very thankful to God, and to 
his Inſtrument. But like the J/raelites, we ſoow — 
forgat his work; we waited not for his counſel ; we — e 
murmured, and hearkened not to the voice of tbbe *® 
Lord, ſo loudly ſpeaking to us by that kind Proyis 
dence. When notwithſtanding this God of his gra 
mercy ftill favoured us with many remarkable de- 
liverances from, and victories over our enemies, WE 
ſtill perſiſted in our murmuring againſt God, and 
againſt the Inftruments he made uſe of for our good. 
And when we had at laſt expos'd ourſelves to freſh 
dangers, and, as now too plainly appears, were 


upon the ve int of being given up into the 
hands of choke? chat hate us, God hath 5 Won- 
derfully defeated all the contrivances for our deſtru- 
Ction, and hath by the wiſe and gracious methods 
of his Providence conducted to the Throne and 
placed upon it, a wiſe and experienced, a juft and 
a gracious Prince, of the Proteſtant Religion, attend- 
ed with a numerous train of Proteſtants of the fame 
line, the hope of future generations; and this in 
ſpite of all the oppoſition made, and the deſigns 
carrying on againſt their ſucceſſion. Uuder this 
Prince all good and loyal Subjects have the quiet 
poſſeſſion of their civil and religious liberties, inſo- 
much i gry has not been any the leaſt occaſion 


given to any ſuch of a juſt complaint. This Go- 
yernment is as firmly eſtabliſh'd by Lay, as it s 
poſiible 


me The Sm 2 the — 
0 voſſible for Laws to eſtabliſh. any 

Orders of men amongſt us have by TE be 4 
| epeated Oaths ob themſelves in the {iriQul 
b manner, not only to ſubmit to it and obey it, but 
With all their might to maintain and defend it. 
= Now if in theſe circumſtances we can not * 
"w urmur, but run into ſedition and rebellion ; we ag 
1 certainly as juſtly to be upbraided with infidelity and 
Wargr atitude as ever the Iſraelites were. Whilſt we 
Tread their Sin, and are aftoniſh'd at it, we are gut 
Wiclves acting it over again. It may be W ſaid a 
Ire n. U, as it was of them, that we anderſt and 
6, * the wonders of God; we remember not the m 
| tade of his mercies : nay that we have. Go 
ve have committed iniquity, we have done mictedly, 
violating all the * that God and man 01 
lay upon us, and all the engagements which N 
have laid our ſelves under; at the ſame time aii 
Jagainſt our own intereſt, and blindly ruſhing on:to 
our own deſtruction. 
29. The next particular which I obſerv'd wa 


che means whereby the murmuring of the Hai 
was promoted, wiz. by a falſe and ſlanderous It 
port made by the ſpies, which were ſent to ſeard 
the land. This is the account of Moſes, that rhe 


which he ſent to ſearch the land, return d, 

made all the congregation to murmur againſt ht 

by bringing up a ſlander x the land. Had nd 
che people been prediſpoſed by their infidelity all 
W #ngratitude, this evil and falſe report of the Spie 
W would have made very little impreſſion upon thet 
| eſpecially when two of them, who, as appears 
+ the Gy given of them in the We coul 
. 1 | L 
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W iv. 36. 
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t but have been known to be men of as 
derſtanding, and of as much probity as any Eyre 
er ten, openly contradicted them to their faces, 
{ encouraged the people to go on cheatfiilly. But 
ing an «abelieving and ungrateful N they * 
adily gave ear to. the falſe ſuggeſtions of theſe i 
en, who repreſented to them with great aggrava- 
n the difficulties of the undertaking in which Na- 
had engaged them, and the impoſſibility of ſuc- 
5 in the enterprize.. MBs. 
Ano indeed this is the common way of defigri- 
x men, to raiſe diſcontents in the poor unthink- 
g multitude by falſe ſuggeſtions arid lying ftoties, 
hen they have nothing to urge that has 2þy troh 
it to ſerve their purpoſes. Sa. 
AND is there not too much of this in dur 172 y 
t caſe? It would be unbecoming in this fl to 
e inſtances ofthe malicious and falſe, nay the incre- 
ble and ridiculous ſtories which have been told con- 
ently in order to diſparage our Govetndtits, with 
e deſigns and methods of their proceedings, in- 
nted by the worſt of our enemies, and tov gtee- 
y entertained and propagated by igtiotant_ and 
ak, as well as by ill-deligning men. It may ſuffice 
admoniſh all innocent and well-meaning perfohs 
nong us, to beware how they give eat to any 
il ſuggeſtions concerning thoſe whom the Provi- 
nce of God hath ſet over them, without evidence, 
y againſt plain and full evidence to the contrary; 
en calling to mind the folly and guilt of the Me 
e in hearkening to the lying ſuggeſtions of evil 
en, whilſt they refuſed to believe God, or thoſe who 
his Name ſincerely adviſed them for their good. 
34h, Tn x next particular I mention'd was, the 
ad WE” : Univer- 


= guilty, by reaſon of their number, ever the 
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Univerſality of this Sin amongſt the 1/ aelite 
was ſpread through the whole body of the pay 
amongſt all orders and ranks of men. Al 
gation lifted up their voice and cried. ' And all thn 
dren of Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes and — 
ron; and the whole congregation ſaid unto them, Wil 
= God that we had died, &c. And indeed the uni 
= fality of the Si» appear'd in the univerſality 
Puniſhment. The whole congregation, all al... 
twenty years of age, were depriv'd of enterihp ly 

to Canaan, except Joſhua and Caleb, When e 
may make this remark by the bye; That the Mrba 
titude of offenders in ſuch a caſe will not leſſe 
aggravate the Sin; it will not prove that the 
any reaſon for the complaint, but will only Meir 
feſt the infectious nature of this evil: nor wil 


eſcape a juſt puniſhment; for where the fin esu 
univerſal, we ſee the puniſhment was fo like 
At is not this again too like our own caſe? 
we not find the :nfeRion to have tainred ſomed 
orders and ranks amongſt us? Though, thank: ow! 
to God, there are many more exceptions amd 
us, than were amongſt the Iſraelites. There: cc 
many of all ranks and degrees (not inferiourt 
thers in underſtanding and probity) who art 
ſible of, and bewail the iniquity of this Sing Miſed 
. earneſtly intercede with God, like Moſes, in bl ./:; 
of the tranſgreſſors, and who like Joſhua and urin 
have all along done their endeavour to conmWy15 ut 
others. As for thoſe who have not been, 
yet are not convinced in ſo plain a caſe, they 
do well however to conſider, that their Sin 
more exeuſable for the multitude of offenders, 1 
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it of the 1/raelites was; and that if God have not 
rcy upon them, their numbers will no more 
-mpt them from the juſt puniſhment of Heaven, 
Wn the multitude of the 1/7ae/ies did them. 
athly, ANOTHER particular was, the incorrigi- 
> obſtinacy with which this Sin of the 1/-aelites 
as attended, which made them uncapable, not 
ly of being govern'd by reaſon, but of ſo much 
hearing it ; nay, excited in them a fierce and 
rbarous rage againſt thoſe who kindly admo- 
ſh'd them for their good. They murmur- 
againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, againſt - umb. xIV. 
er Superiours in Church and State, and 
oſe whom God had made the Inſtruments of fo 
uch good to them; and no wonder, when they 
eſum'd in their fury ro murmur againſt God him- 
If Wherefore hath the Lord brought us into this land 
fall by the ſword, that our wives and our children 
ould be a prey? They would not ſo much as ac- | 
owledge it to be the Lord who had conducted 
em, but only when they had a mind to murmur 
nd complain againſt him. When Moſes and Aaron 
ll on their faces before all the aſſembly, to pray for 
tem, it did not in the leaſt affect them; they de- 
piſed them and their prayers. When Joſhua and 
aleb ſpake to them, mildly repreſenting their miſtake, | 
ſſuring them that what the other Spies had faid 
as utterly falſe, and that the direct contrary was 
rue in fact, that the land was an exceeaing 
vod land, putting them in mind, that the 7: 7» % 
eſence of their enemies was was departed from 
hem, and that the Lord was with the Iſraelites, ſo that 
bey need not fear, beſeeching them o2ly not to revel a- 
ainſt the Lord, all was in vain, they would hear 
2 nothing; 
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nothing; but for this their wholeſomey 
vice there was a general out-cry,. 
them with ſtones. F197 =" 
And here I am loth to carry on the companil 
I would ſtill hope, that as this diſcontented 
amongſt us has ariſen from ignorance, wean 
and prejudice, heighten'd by the falſe and fland 
Tous reports of ill-deſigning men; ſo by degree1 
_ honeſt and well-meaning perſons amongſt us 
be perſuaded to make a ſtand, and to confiderw 
| partially for themſelves, and thereby come toi 
their eyes opened. But it is in the mean time 
very affecting conſideration, That after the g 
Dangers to which our Nation has been ſo long 
ſooften expoſed, by the enemies of our preſent Bl 
bliſhment, after the conſtant experience we Wi 
= had of the deſigns of our popiſh adverſaries, anda 
ter the many wonderful deliverances which frat 
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time to time God hath wrought out for us, m 
of which we have ſeen with our own eyes, as 
of them have been  thorowly repreſented to us 
thoſe who have been all along ſenſible of them, am 
are in themſelves fo very conſpicuous ; I ſay, th 
after all this, there are ſtill ſo many to be foul 
that have neither ears to hear, nor eyes to ſee : nul 
that to thoſe, who with the greateſt mildneſs, 
well as force of reaſon labour to convince thel 
= of their Error, they return hatred for their good 
| and account them their enemies for telling them 
truth, and adviſing them for their own and ti 
Kingdom's ſafety, being ready to cry out, if opp 
tunity fairly offer'd, Stone them with ſtones. | 
. WHen men can act thus not only againſt the 
Daty, but againſt their Intereſt, and the Intereſt 
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eir native Country, what can this he reſolved in» 
, but an infituation from Heaven? ſome evil Si. 
W: (1 dread to mention it,) permitted, as in the 
aſe of Ahab, to go forth, and to be a hing Spirit, in 
der to deceive the minds of thoſe, who being un- 
rateful to God, and infenſible of the kind methods 
his Proviednce far their good, are juſtly given 6. 
er to 4 reprobate ſenſe, to believe lies in order to their 
eſtruction? Nothing elſe ſurely could induce them 
) murmur, nay againſt their own avowed Princi- 
les and ſolemn Oaths, to be guilty of Sædition and 
bellion againſt a Government eftabliſhd by all 
e forms of Law, under which our Laws, our Li- 
ties and our Religion are protected; and all this in 
vour of a popiſh Pretender, who, if he ſhauld ever 
revail, muſt both from the Principles of his Reli- 
ion, and the impreſſions of his Educatian, ſubject us 
) two of the ſoreſt Plagues that can be ſent upon 
Proteſtant Kingdom, Slavery and Popery. But that 
ads me to the laſt particular mention'd, viz. 
5thly, Tux diſmal, but juſt conſequence of this 
in of the I/raelites. They were deſtroyed of the deſtroy- 
; which according to the explication already giv- 
n denotes, that the chief promoters of 
his diſcontent died of the plague before the 3 . 
ord ; others of the murmurers were 
bjected to diverſe kinds of death in the wilderneſs; 
nd all that remain'd were condemn'd to nander 
lerein forty years, till they were conſumed and waſted 
way, But their little ones, which they ſaid , „ 
ould be 4 prey, thoſe God promis'd to bring © 1 
, and that they ſhould know the land which their fathers 
ad deſpiſed, which promiſe he accordingly perform'd. 
ind this muſt be acknowledg'd to have been a juſt 
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recompence for their undutifulneſs. Where it is oh 
ble, that thoſe who had been moſt guilty, and the 9 
ſion of other mens guilt, were moſt ſeverely and rei 
aby puniſh'd ; but even all of them were deprived of 
happineſs of ſeeing that good land which they had 
ungratefully deſpiſed. 'Y 
As to our ſelves, we muſt thankfully acknowledge; 
the glory of God's mercy and patience, that notwit 
ſtanding all our ill-deſerving, we are hitherto preſeane 
and at preſent want nothing to make us an happy Nati 
but the being ſenſible that we are ſo ; and have moreon 
{till good ground to hope in God, for the quiet Settlemg 
of that Government under which he hath ſo happilypt 
ced us. But at the ſame time we cannot but be ſenlibl 
that our diſcontents and murmurings have hitherto gre 
ly obſtructed this Settlement. Had we continued as that 
ul and as unanimous as we ſeem'd to be upon our 
deliverance ; we had in all likelihood long before 
been freed entirely from the fear of our enemies, at 
been a peaceable and a flouriſhing people. Nay had 


= bur ſince the arrival of his preſent MajesTY amo I 
= us, been duly ſenſible of our happineſs, and thanktulWthe C 
{ God for it, we had wanted nothing farther to have and fi 
dered us the happieſt Kingdom in Europe. But as a juſt ti dence 
ſequence and recompence of our murmurings,we have H¶ and ſi 

our dangers and our fears frequently returning upon laws 

and have for many Years been wandering in an uucenul arins 

and fluctuating ſtate, and although arrived at the bord ours i 

the good land, yet are not quite got out of this wilderneſs.A ſome 
ſhould this Evil temper ſtill continue, we may yet have 

that we ſhall after all be defrozed of the deſtroyer. "WE vernr 
though I ſhould ſtill hope in God, that after the conſum ſure, 

tion of this evil Generation, our little ones might ſee doctr 


' know the land which their fathers deſpiſed.) For certail 
nothing leſs than deſeru d ion can be ſuppoſed to attend. 
being deliver'd into the hands of popiſh and arbitrary pom 
and nothing leſs than that can be hoped for, if we fel 
to live quietly under the preſent Eſtabliſhment. Nothil 

mains between theſe two; one or the other mult i 
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